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ACADEMIC YEAR: 2019/ 2020 

3
RD

 QUARTER CIVICS AND ETHICAL EDUCATION FOR GRADE 12 

HAND OUT TWO AND WORK SHEET 

 

THE PERSUIT OF WISDOM 

LESSON 1 

KNOWLEDGE 

In philosophy, the study of knowledge is called epistemology; the philosopher Plato famously 

defined knowledge as "justified true belief", 

Epistemology is the study of the nature of knowledge, justification, and the rationality of belief. Much 

debate in epistemology centers on four areas: the philosophical analysis of the nature of knowledge and 

how it relates to such concepts as truth, belief, and justification, various problems of skepticism,  the 

sources and scope of knowledge and justified belief, and  the criteria for knowledge and justification.  

Skepticism (American English) or scepticism (British English, Australian English, and Canadian English) 

is generally a questioning attitude or doubt towards one or more items of putative knowledge or belief or 

dogma. It is often directed at domains, such as the supernatural, morality (moral skepticism), theism 

(skepticism about the existence of God), or knowledge (skepticism about the possibility of knowledge, or 

of certainty). Formally, skepticism as a topic occurs in the context of philosophy, particularly 

epistemology, although it can be applied to any topic such as politics, religion, and pseudoscience. 

Knowledge is a familiarity, awareness, or understanding of someone or something, such as facts, 

information, descriptions, or skills, which is acquired through experience or education by 

perceiving, discovering, or learning. 

Knowledge can refer to a theoretical or practical understanding of a subject. It can be implicit (as 

with practical skill or expertise) or explicit (as with the theoretical understanding of a subject); it 

can be more or less formal or systematic. 

 Knowledge acquisition involves complex cognitive processes: perception, communication, and 

reasoning, while knowledge is also said to be related to the capacity of acknowledgement in 

human beings. 

The definition of knowledge is a matter of ongoing debate among philosophers in the field of 

epistemology. The classical definition, described but not ultimately endorsed by Plato, specifies 

that a statement must meet three criteria in order to be considered knowledge: it must be 

justified, true, and believed. Some claim that these conditions are not sufficient. 
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Two main theories about the basis of knowledge 

A. Rationalism 

In philosophy, rationalism is the epistemological view that "regards reason as the chief source 

and test of knowledge or any view appealing to reason as a source ofknowledge or justification. 

More formally, rationalism is defined as a methodology or a theory in which the criterion of the 

truth is not sensory but intellectual and deductive.  

Rationalists believed that reality has an intrinsically logical structure. Because of this, the 

rationalists argued that certain truths exist and that the intellect can directly grasp these truths. 

That is to say, rationalists asserted that certain rational principles exist in logic, mathematics, 

ethics, and metaphysics that are so fundamentally true that denying them causes one to fall into 

contradiction. The rationalists had such a high confidence in reason that empirical proof and 

physical evidence were regarded as unnecessary to ascertain certain truths.  

Metaphysics is the branch of philosophy that examines the fundamental nature of reality, 

including the relationship between mind and matter, between substance and attribute, and 

between potentiality and actuality. 

Metaphysics studies questions related to what it is for something to exist and what types of 

existence there are. Metaphysics seeks to answer, in an abstract and fully general manner 

B. Empiricism  

In philosophy, empiricism is a theory that states that knowledge comes only or primarily from 

sensory experience. It is one of several views of epistemology, along with rationalism and 

skepticism. Empiricism emphasizes the role of empirical evidence in the formation of ideas, 

rather than innate ideas or traditions. 

However, empiricists may argue that traditions (or customs) arise due to relations of previous 

sense experiences. 

Historically, empiricism was associated with the "blank slate" concept (tabula rasa), according to 

which the human mind is "blank" at birth and develops its thoughts only through experience. 

Empiricism in the philosophy of science emphasizes evidence, especially as discovered in 

experiments. It is a fundamental part of the scientific method that all hypotheses and theories 

must be tested against observations of the natural world rather than resting solely on a priori 

reasoning, intuition, or revelation. 

Empiricism, often used by natural scientists, says that "knowledge is based on experience" and 

that "knowledge is tentative and probabilistic, subject to continued revision and falsification". 

Empirical research, including experiments and validated measurement tools, guides the scientific 

method. 
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WISDOM 

Wisdom, sapience, or sagacity is the ability to think and act using knowledge, experience, understanding, 

common sense and insight. Wisdom is associated with attributes such as unbiased judgment, compassion, 

experiential self-knowledge, self-transcendence and non-attachment and virtues such as ethics and 

benevolence. 

Wisdom has been defined in many different ways, including several distinct approaches to assess the 

characteristics attributed to wisdom. 

 Wisdom as "Capacity of judging rightly in matters relating to life and conduct; soundness of 

judgment in the choice of means and ends; sometimes, less strictly, sound sense,  

 Wisdom as "the right use of knowledge" Robert I. Sutton and Andrew Hargadon defined the "attitude 

of wisdom" as "acting with knowledge while doubting what one knows". In social and psychological 

sciences, several distinct approaches to wisdom exist, with major advances made in the last two 

decades with respect to operationalization and measurement of wisdom as a psychological construct. 

WORK SHEET TWO (5%) 

1. What are the benefits of knowledge? 

2. Describe the utilities of knowledge. 

3. Evaluate how knowledge contributes to medical and scientific achievements? 

4. Brieflyexplain the following terms; premises, conclusion, inference? 

5. Explain inductive and deductive reasoning? 


